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pondering culture haS its own mythology which
has grown and matured over the years, However,
just because our ancestors always thought it was
true, doesn’t necessarily make it true. Here, 20
“old-wives tales’ are examined and the facts set
# :‘;‘l “~ straight ... once and for all.
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Predators will eat
all of your fish!

There 15 a constant fear in the water
gardening community that raccoons

anid other I.lal.lt']l.'j._"ﬁ:l'i.! i1rr|.|.|t--r-. w|.]|

0 SWHTIIINE INn your wond, and while
:.!hr!,"rr in there, !'I::-:.'l h-.‘l]!' themselves
to some of your prize koi, shubunkin, or
"_llllir'l'\-ll. When vou ED out to your F1n|11|
in the morning and discover vou're
missing i fish or two, it's very tempiing
to blame it on such critters, especially o
vou didn’t see it happen. There has to be
a reasonable explanation, and predators

are as pood as any, oght

However, take the following facrs
o -nll:ll..‘-iniq.‘l.l.“hll] EH.'IIIH.' LRI 'rl.lru-t {3
any conclusions. Raccoons Hrll{'f.{h'{
won't swim. That's not to say they never
W1, OF '.'-HI|-||-'.'|-T stand on lllt’ niﬂ;‘ of
your pond and take a paw swipe or two
ar ].'rm: H‘-]I i-'nnrr||r1.u|:']:|.-. st frsh wall
swim to 4 deeper, more protected part
aof the immi w]hﬂl A prv.;ﬁ.:r-::-: Is
!ilru.'.l_.'lu:nim" them.

The one predator with legitimate
credentinls is the blue heron, These mll,
long-legped, big-beaked birds can easily
wade into vour pond, help themselves
to any fish they think lnok tasty, and flv
away with their bellies full. They are a
protected species, so they are oft-limits
if your're thinking abourt taking revenpge
an them. However, a scarccrow, a mo
ton-sensing sprinkler that can be sel
up alongside your pond, ready to firc a
steady stream of water at 4 heron, has
had some degree of success in warding
off these curious critters, [ts a good idea
to move the sprinkler often though, to
keep them puessing

'E;'ni.u.;: vour fish a place 1o hide
dramatically helps their odds of survival.
Plenty of lily pads give them some
protection and will work to minimize
attracting a heron in the first place.
| j|!'|1|:r wotection measures include a
cave-like structure that can be built in
du i the ]lnrld'a excavation, or i you
already have a pond, they can be added

with a little pond remodeling.

Rocks are essential in creating these
hiding places in your pond. Crevices, or
minsature caves, can be created within
the rock walls of your pond.

The ]"Hnnﬁllll}' of pond prn'd.nnrw
ceeking out your ]'-nm; 15, indeed, a valid
concern in terms of the safety of vour
pond’s inhabitants, but the possibility
shouldn't be a reason 1o avowd building
a pond

The presence of rocks and
gravel make it difficult to
clean your pond.

‘H.rrl:l are "'\.Ii'\-l.l.,'r\rll'lll,' {H] |~||.1.|.||.-‘_l: o

this myth if, and only if, you've never
experienced pondering with rocks

and gravel in your pond. If yvou have a
'-II1III'P|H 1\--r|u-.|-. 'hll'.l.l. .1I'.l.|. A |I SCAS(N
youl're amazed ar the amount of muck
and prime that collects on the botom,
you sutomatically mile out rocks as a
solution. You Lr::}- visualizing that same
amount of muck on top of the rocks
and gravel and sy, 'Né‘lf" lo even
considering them, It's understandable
It sicems b -:.;in.'.l! oo unnl vou leam the
rest of the story.

Il‘.u\L'- an! L;r,l'.u;l oller A rakur |_|.
place for acrobic bacteria 1o colonize
and set up housckeeping, This bacteria
breaks down the fish waste and debris
that would otherwise accumulate in the
pond and tarn into sludge, Rerandless
of your pond'’s location (i.e, close to
trees and loads of leaves), or how many
fish you have in it, vou'll find thar hav
g rocks and gravel in your pond not
only makes it look better, but it makes it
healthier as well

a0 contrary to the myth, having rocks
ancl .'.17'..11.';'| on the bottom of your ilu:n.i
actually allows Mother Nature to ¢lean
up after hersell, SAVINE Voul headaches
and hours of work trying to keep the
bottom of vour pn:lJ imiick-free

UV lights such as those in
the UltraKlear™ UVC are
the best way to keep your
pond water clear.

UV clarnifiers are one 411' the w AVE

to keep your pond water ¢lear, but
u.'rI:.url.|l1. nat the '"1|.1" Wy, .md
arguably not the naturl way. The fact
ot the matter is that if vou have a ;mm!
that'’s naturally balanced, in which the
agquatic circle of life is romring the way
that Mother Nature intended, you
don’t need UVC at all. In this natu
ralistic serting, the fish ear the plants,
then produce waste that gets broken



down (along with other pond debris)

by aerobic bacteria that’s colonized on
the rocks and gravel below, and then it's
taken back up as nutrition by the plants,
continuing the cycle. A naturally
balanced pond is a low maintenance
pond because Mother Nature is doing
the maintenance work for vou. Pretry

good deal, don't you think?

There are several drawbacks o the
UV solution though. First, no matter
how intense, UV huriﬁcrs don't affect
string algae at all, and so this problem is
not addressed, Secondly, after the regu-
lar algae is killed, it generally falls ro the
bottom of the pond, biodegrades, and
provides another wave of nutrition for
another (often larger) algae bloom. If
you're not careful, it's easy to encourage
arger cyeles of algae blooms by using a
UVC, IF your pond is unbalanced, the
choices are minimal. The third, and
most obvious drawback is that a UVC
1sn't cheap, and the bulbs usually require
replacement every season,

Your pond must be at
least three-feet deep in
order to keep koi.

There are thousands of two-foot deep
ponds around the country, full of happy
and healthy koi. A common myth is
that ponds must be buile at least 3-feet
deep, especially if they contain koi and
or are located in a colder climate. You
see, the water in a two-foot deep pond
will generally only frecze cight inches
down, even in the coldest ufui'lm-.uu:.,
because of the insulating qualities of the
earth that surrounds the pond.

A pond that is too deep could be
considered a swimming pool by your
local government and therefore fall
under strict guidelines and codes. Also,
more digging means more work, more
water to fill the pond, and more addi-
tives to treat algae and fish illnesses,

Koi can’t be kept in a pond
that also contains plants.

In a narurally balanced ecosystem, koi and
!‘I]Jnlh complement and need one another.
n nature, fish feed on plants. As a result,

the hish produce waste, which is broken
down by aerobic bacteria on the bottom

of your pond, which, in turn, is used as
fertilizer by the plants to grow and produce

more matural fish food. It's known as the
circle of life, and to imply thar koi and
plants shouldn't co-exist is to ignore nature.
On the contrary, fish naturally love to
cat plants, and most of the time they'll
{the fish) survive nicely without you
feeding them ar all due to the plants
and algae. On the other hand, you have
to have a sufficient volume of plants to
accommaodate the koi too. In the naturally
balinced pond, proportionality is always a
key ingredient to success,

You have to bring your
fish inside for the winter.

Fish do fine during the coldest of
winters as long as yvou give them two
feet of water to swim in, oxygenate the
water, and keep a hole in the ice with a
bubbler, allowing the natrally produced
rasses to escape from under the ice.

therwise, you let Mother Nature do
the rest. The fish will spend the entire
winter hibernating at J:,- botrom of the
pond and then they will slowly wake up
as the water warms in the spring.

Your pond water must be
tested on a daily basis.

This myth comes from the aquarium in-
dustry and it has a lot to do with the fact
that an agquarium is a2 much smaller body
of water and the small size makes it~
more difficult to balance. Mother Nature
never tests her water, and her ecosystem
does just fine, A well conceived, natu-
rally {uhumnl water garden normally

requires no testing either,

A pond in your backyard
means you will have a lot
of mosquitoes.

Mosquitoes will generally only lay their
cggs 0 still, stagnant water. If the
mosquitoes happen to lay egps in vour
Hmdl and the mosquito farvae harch, the
ish in vour pond will consider them a
trear and wiH pick them off the water’s
surface with grear enthusiasm. Your
skimmer wil 'ﬂxwuy up whatever the fish
miss, Another option s to use a natural
mosquito larvae killer, such as f'ﬁ’Iusquim
Duan and Pre-Strike™.
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You cannot have a pond in
an area where there are a
lot of trees.

In nature, ponds and trees go together
like ham and eggs on a breakfast table.
Yes, you will have more leaves in your
pond in the fall but, by the same token,
the shade provided by the tree(s) will
help minimize the algae bloom in the
summer. Furthermore, if vou have a
skimmer sucking the top quarter inch
of water off the top of your pond, it will
pull most of the leaves and relared debri:
into an awaiting net. This takes about
30 seconds to empty, and it can be a
daily task in the fall if your pond is close
to trees. Add it all up and ir's a trade-
off that most full-sun water gardeners
would love to have! So don't worry abou
trees and ponds. They're fine.

You can't have koi in a
pond that also has rocks
and gravel.

Koi arc actually just a fancy variety of
carp, and all carp are bottom feeders.
They love to swim along the bottom
and scavenge everything that is availabl;
on and in-between the rocks. In nature,
it's not uncommon to find ponds, lakes,
or rivers with rocks on the bottom. It's
more like their natural environment
than an expesed rubber liner, so why
even think about doing battle with
Mother Marure?

It's okay to use chemicals
in your pond.

This one comes from the swimming
wol industry, If chlorine is good for
wmans in the local 5wimm‘mg poal,
then chemicals must be okay for fish
and the plants in the pond. Products
like alEaccide {i.'lll:l].‘lt‘l' sulfate), dechlori-
nator (sodium thiosultare), and fich
antibiotics are commonly used as
quick-fix solutions to balance related
problems, In the end, your best bet is
to attack the root cause of the problem
and make sure that vou have 2 natrally
balanced pond that allows Mother  *
Marture to take care of all the mainte-
NAnNee issues,

Having a pond may decrease
the value of your home!

Everyone knows when it comes to

the resale value of your home, 4 swim-
ming pool can be deadly. However, in
the opinion of some real estate agents,
wnds can be a grear addition 1o vour
wnne that might even pay dividends.
With waiter features becoming more
and more popular, you can bet that the
demand for them will get even bigger!
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| have liability or
safety concerns!

It%s natural 10 have these thoughrs

and concerns, but it is important to
remember that a professionally-installed
water garden has steps leading into

[hl: i""]'ld... r" e I—!'r!\'l! il'lfl Flﬁ n _f .lll“ﬂ
high once the gravel is laid down. The
next shelf is up 1o your knee, while the
smallest arca in the bortom is just above
your knee, so it 15 not constructed like

a swi mlninip[x:ﬂ. We do recommend
that you make your neighbors aware of
the warer garden and educate your own
children and friends about the safety of
any body of water,

| want my pond located in
the lowest part of my yard!

It makes sense to hiave your water
garden in this area because it already
collects water, however, this is
probably the worst location for your
investment because of the run-off that
can crecp it's way into your pond, Ask
yourself this, “1Xo you really want your
pond located on the opposite end of
your property? Do you really want to
miss the sights, sounds, and interactive
nature your pond presents everyduy?”
When it's positioned near your house,
you can take in the beauty and
tranquility of your pond when
entertaining friends or lounging

On your :[E:L.

You can use a timer
on your pond!

Mot true! Your pond is a living,
hn::n]rin].; consysiem that needs constant
oxygen, just like the human race. If you
shut your system down ar nighe, then
you can never have sufficient growth of
beneficial bactena 1o ﬁghf algae blooms,
and your hnned friends will ta'n: a hard
time breathing.

It's necessary to drain and
clean your pond regularly.

The realiny is, if vou fail to set your
system up using the five part recipe

so that its working in harmony with
Mother Narure, then vou'll be asking
for a lot of related problems tat may
H:I.i“.th _'l" U1 4] {]T.lllll Jr“l I.'Ll'-'l n :\'l'l'llr
pond out on 1 regular basis, On the
other hand, if you decide to work in
harmony wath Mother Nature instecad
of doing battle with her, then draining
and cleaning your pond should take
place only once a year (at most). Clean-
outs should occur in the spring, before
the weather JECts Wi ang the bacteria
has an opportunity to set up,
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Bottom drains work
best if you have koi.

The claim by many koi keepers is that
the water will lack sufficient oXygen at
r1'|: 1[3“‘#' I.:'-'cl‘\| .lrll,! |I||‘| i.“\l.lFrl:L'ﬂ.'“I. LY
can be detrimenrtal to vour koi. The real
Fact 15 that if vou avoud making your
pond any du;}'lur than rwo feer, there is
very little difference in the oxygen levels
at the surface and at the bottom of the
wond, The ]lmhlrnl with bottom drains
i5 that they have a rendency to promote
leaks, possibly leaving vour fish land-
locked. Now that’s a problem o avoid
at all costs.

The more filtration,
the better the pond.

Believe or not, you can over-filter a
pond. That's nght. Tight filwer pads

n your skimmer pick up the small-

est particles of de 1Ti\,-.'.lu=ini.'; you to
be cleaning the iltering mechanism
out constantly, Now remember, we're
not talking abour drinking warer here,
What we are tilking about is water
clarity and warter that's healthy for your
fish. Fish in the wild certainly don
swim around in bortled warer, If you
can see a dime on the bottom of the
yond, then the water claniny is just nght
}'ur your fish and Altening ];i.j.\l that 1s
overkill and will ereate headaches, not
climinate them,

You can't be a koi hobbyist
and a water gardener.

Not true! You can raise kol and have a
beauriful warer garden, There are koi
hobbyists who have perfectly balanced
|'Hl|:“| cCosystems with no chemicals, 1is
sterilization, and a nice assortment of
plants. The koi can grow up to be just
as beauriful and just as healthy as they
are in eraditional koi pands = and you'll
11“'{' :I'I'E'HI jl]NT s m lil..'l'll!

High tech is the solution to
controlling Mother Nature.

More than anything else, being
observant and learning from Mother
Nature is what it takes to be a water
gardencr, Whatever she does nararally is
what vou should be doing in vour pond.
"1.\'!11 EL"FL'T \-I'H." iiﬂc‘il'lll I.ii! i'\- '“-'I!'Inlt il
should be avoiding in your pond. 11 there
is a golden rule uﬂmmlufing it is not

to mess with Mother Nawre because
_'I."HI"I |1|'\ll".




